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Wednesday 15th July 2026 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

Please can we politely request that you do not let your children play on the pirate ship, trim trail or field 
before and after school. These are wet and slippery in the morning, therefore dangerous, and children are 

bringing wet / muddy feet into school. 
The gates are opened at 8:40am, and the bell is rung at 8:50am. This only gives children 10 minutes before 

school; where they need to be fully supervised by parents, please.  
Children are not permitted to climb the trees at any point during the day at Lawnside. 

 
As we reach the final days of the school year, there is a wonderful sense of energy and accomplishment across 
the school. Walking through the corridors, it is incredibly rewarding to see how much our pupils have grown, 
both academically and personally, over the last ten months. This final newsletter is an opportunity to celebrate 
those achievements, say some important farewells to departing staff and pupils, and welcome the new faces 
joining our community in September. 
 

Celebrating Our Leavers and Welcoming Our New Team 
 
We have some important transitions to share as we say goodbye to those moving on and welcome new faces to 
our team. To our wonderful Year 6 pupils: we are incredibly proud of the mature, kind, and hard-working 
young people you have become, and we wish you every success as you take your next steps into secondary 
school. Alongside our leavers, we bid a very fond farewell to Miss Bills, Miss Hickton, Mrs. Martin and Mrs. 
Thomas, thanking them for their dedicated service and wishing them all the best in their next chapters. Looking 
ahead to September, we are delighted to welcome Ms. Barbet, Miss Barker, Mrs. Brennan, Mr. Harrison, Mr. 
Lowe and Miss Williams to our teaching and teaching assistant teams, and we look forward to the fresh energy 
and expertise they will bring to our school community. 

 

Second-Hand Uniform Sale 
 
We will be hosting a second-hand uniform sale this Thursday morning before school starts. This is a fantastic 
opportunity to stock up on spares or larger sizes for the upcoming year. 
 
Price: All items are priced at £1 each 
Payment: Cash only—please bring change where possible, as we will have limited coins on hand to make change. 
 
Thank you for your support in helping us recycle and reuse! 
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Pupil Artwork on Display at the Doctor’s Surgery 
 
We are delighted to share that a selection of our pupils’ artwork is now on display at the local doctor’s surgery. 
The children have worked incredibly hard on these pieces, and it’s wonderful to see their creativity showcased 
in the community. 
 
If you are visiting the surgery over the next few weeks, do take a moment to look at the display. The staff there 
have already commented on how bright and uplifting the artwork is. 
 
Well done to all the children involved — we are very proud of you. 
 

 
 

Mrs. Gardner’s Stay and Play 
 
We are pleased to share that Mrs. Gardner’s Stay and Play sessions will recommence next term on Tuesday 15th 
September. We look forward to welcoming our youngest community members and their families back then! 

 

Rescheduled “Meet the Teacher” Open Evening 
 
Due to the recent heatwave and high temperatures, we made the decision to reschedule our "Meet the Teacher" 
open evening to ensure a comfortable and safe environment for everyone. 
 
The event will now take place on Thursday 10th September, from 3:30pm to 4:15pm. 
 
This will be a great opportunity to pop into your child's new classroom, meet their teacher, and hear about the 
exciting year ahead. We appreciate your understanding and look forward to seeing you there. 
 
Special Notice for New Year 1 Parents: 
We kindly invite our new Year 1 parents to come in slightly earlier at 3:00pm. Mrs. Jones and Mrs. Salvatore will 
be delivering the Year 1 meeting that was unfortunately missed last week. They look forward to catching up with 
you then! 

 

Incredible Fundraising: Well Done, Belle! 
 
We want to share a massive congratulations to Belle, who recently had her hair cut at school for an incredibly 
worthy cause. 
 
Thanks to your amazing generosity and support, Belle has raised a phenomenal £1,174 for The Little Princess 
Trust, alongside donating her hair to be made into a real-hair wig for children undergoing cancer treatment. 
 
We are all incredibly proud of Belle's kindness and initiative. Thank you to everyone in our school community 
who supported her fundraising journey! 
 



 

    

 
 

Class Spotlight; Culinary Creations in Year 5 
 
This half term, Year 5 have been exploring complementary flavours through a series of taste-testing activities. 
They then put their new knowledge into practice by preparing a delicious starter: fresh melon with a honey and 
lime dressing, and a ploughman’s lunch using a mild creamy cheese and tangy chutney. Everyone thoroughly 
enjoyed making—and, of course, tasting—their creations! 
 

 
 

A Wonderful Achievement for George! 
 
We are incredibly proud to celebrate the fantastic achievement of our pupil, George, who contributed his brilliant 
design ideas for the train featured in the new 16-metre community mural at Biggleswade Railway Station! The 
stunning mural, which celebrates the town's rich market gardening history alongside the railways' 200th 
anniversary, was officially unveiled recently. George was even invited to the official unveiling ceremony as a 
special guest alongside the Town Mayor of Biggleswade, Councillor Jonathan Woodhead. Well done, George—
what a wonderful and lasting contribution to our local community! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

    

Important Notice: School Attendance and Term-Time Holidays 
 
We would like to remind all parents and carers about the strict government regulations regarding taking children 
out of school during term time. 
 
No Term-Time Holidays Will Be Authorised: Please note that holidays during the school term cannot be 
authorised by the school. This policy strictly applies to all pupils, including those with Special Educational Needs 
(SEN) considerations. 
 
Government-Mandated Fines: The local authority will progress fines for unauthorised leave. Government 
guidance dictates that a fine will be issued if a child misses 10 sessions (5 school days) within a rolling 10-week 
period. 
 
A Strict Legal Requirement: Please note that these regulations are set by national government guidance, not by 
the school itself. 
 
Where the Money Goes: The school does not receive any revenue or financial benefit from these fines. All funds 
collected go directly to the local authority. 
 
We appreciate your cooperation and support in ensuring your child maintains excellent attendance to support 
their learning and development. 

 

Keeping Our Children Safe Online This Summer 
 
As we head into the summer break, children will naturally spend more time online—whether they are exploring 
virtual worlds in Fortnite, connecting with friends, or enjoying creative apps. To help parents and educators 
navigate this digital landscape, The National College has shared key guidance through their 
#WakeUpWednesday campaign (see the advice attached to the bottom of this newsletter). 
 
Key Takeaways for Families: 
 
Promote Digital Balance: With extra free time, it is vital to balance screen time with outdoor activities and 
establish clear boundaries, like keeping devices out of bedrooms overnight. 
 
Understand the Platforms: Popular games like Fortnite offer immersive fun but carry risks such as in-game costs, 
exposure to unmoderated voice chats, and potential scams. 
 
Stay Alert to Serious Risks: Crucially, adults should stay informed about the signs of online grooming and 
sextortion. Groomers often use fake identities, online gifts, or private group chats to build trust. 
 
Keep Conversations Open: Rather than having one "big talk," weave digital safety into regular, everyday 
conversations. Encourage critical thinking, explore privacy settings together, and foster a "tell me" culture where 
children feel safe reporting anything that makes them uncomfortable without the fear of being punished or losing 
their devices. 

 

Eco Committee Update! 
 
The Eco Committee has worked incredibly hard this year, launching several brilliant initiatives to look after both 
our school environment and the wider community. Thanks to your amazing contributions towards our Teddy 
Tombola and Sir David Attenborough Day, we raised a fantastic £237! With these funds, we have purchased a 
beautiful sustainable bench for our wildlife garden, and we have enough left over to help develop the area even 
further. We would also like to say a HUGE THANK YOU to the wonderful parents who have come out to support 



 

    

us most weeks—we couldn't do it without you! Next year, we hope to create even more habitats for local wildlife, 
including a new water feature. 
 
Summer Eco-Adventures!  
 
If you are looking for some eco-friendly activities over the summer holidays, here are a few great ideas: 
 
Merlin Bird ID App: A free, brilliant app from the Cornell Lab of Ornithology. It helps you and your children 
identify birds by sight, sound, or simple questions—and it works offline! 
 
Cambridge University Botanic Garden: Check out the fun Professor Filbert's Plant Heroes trail. 
 
Shuttleworth: Perfect for multiple days out! Once you purchase tickets, you can return as many times as you like 
within 30 days. 
 
RSPB Sandy: Head over for a fantastic family 'Minibeast Safari' to see what bugs you can spot. 

 
Attendance Guide for Parents / Carers 

 
What YOU must do: 

• Try to telephone the school before 8.50am each day of your child’s absence. 
• Tell the school in advance, of any medical appointments and bring in appointment cards/letters. 
• Please do not book holidays in term-time as these will be unauthorised (and you may be fined), unless in 

exceptional circumstances. 
• If you are not sure whether your child is well enough to attend school, send them in anyway as they often 

perk up on arrival. 
• Have a backup plan for if you have transport issues, call on a family member, neighbour or friend. 
• If you and your child are experiencing difficulties with school attendance then talk to us as a first step so we 

can help! 
 
What WE will do: 

• Check your child’s attendance every day. 
• Phone home to discuss your child’s attendance with you. 
• Invite you into school for attendance meetings if we are concerned. 
• If we cannot establish a reason for absence, then we may make a welfare home visit. 

 

Free School Meals (FSM) 
 
Your child will get a free school meal if you receive a qualifying benefit, and your child is: 

• at school 

• studying in further education 

• at a sixth form college 
 
The qualifying benefits to receive free school meals for children are: 

• Universal Credit (provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as assessed by 
earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods) 

• Income Support 

• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

• support under Part IV of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• the Guarantee element of State Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit (provided you are not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and you have an annual gross income 
of no more than £16,190) 

• Working Tax Credit run-on (paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit) 
 



 

    

If you think you meet the free school meals eligibility criteria, please call Central Bedfordshire Council on 0300 300 8306. 
When you call to apply for free school meals, please have the following information ready: 
 

• National Insurance numbers and dates of birth for you and your partner 

• dates of birth for your children 

• if you receive support from the National Asylum Support Service, your NASS number 
 
Registering your child as eligible for FSM will bring more money to the school to help your child achieve. There are other 
benefits which may be available for children registered as eligible for FSM, i.e. help with the cost of music lessons or 
school trips and free access to CBC’s holiday activities and food (HAF) programme. 

 
We wish all families an enjoyable summer holiday, and we look forward to seeing everyone back on Monday 7th 
September. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Cheryl Johnson 
Head Teacher 



 

    



 

    



 

    



 

    



 

    

 


