Monday 18th July 2022

Dear Parents / Carers,
This is my last newsletter to you this academic year and in it you will find information about what
the children have been up to this half-term, as well as details regarding staff who are leaving
Lawnside at the end of the week and those joining our family in September.
Below you will see our whole school attendance for this academic year, broken down into year
groups. Our whole school attendance target is 96%, however, with COVID having impacted
everyone’s attendance, I would like to congratulate everyone as our attendance has picked up
following our main outbreak period in the second half of the autumn term. Well done Year 1 for
the best attendance this year:

Reception had a fabulous time at Paxton Pits on Friday 10th June, pond dipping, making their own
ponds, searching for mini-beasts and for some of the children it was their first time on a coach.

At the end of June, Reception classes took part in Bikeability training. Well done to all the children
for showing such determination and perseverance.

On Thursday 7th July, we were lucky enough to have the amazing iRock in school. We agreed it
would be amazing to be able to have a rock band in school. Please make sure you read the letter
sent home about this opportunity for your child to learn how to be part of the band.

On Monday 11th July, all children (and staff) enjoyed a performance of ‘The Elves and the
Shoemaker’ by the Theatre of Widdershins. This was kindly paid for by BEST as part of the
cultural capital experience; allowing all children to experience opportunities that they otherwise
might not be able to access. Below is a picture of the Reception / KS1 show and some independent
writing completed by 2 reception children.

On Thursday 14th July, KS1 had a fantastic day at Shepreth Wildlife Park. The weather was kind
and the children behaved impeccably. It was lovely to see the excitement on the children’s faces as
they encountered all the different animals. Well done Key Stage 1 – you were amazing!

This month, Year 4 and Year 3 all went to Cambridge Botanic Gardens, they had lots of fun
finding out about different plants and trees. Everyone had an enjoyable day in the sunshine.

On Tuesday 12th July, all of KS2 became Romans for the day, where they experienced life as a
Roman citizen. The children got to participate in lots of Roman art activities and we finished off
the day with a Roman banquet, where they performed and feasted for Empress McCormack. This
gave the children an insight into Roman life and was a fantastic end to our Roman topic.

This week we are saying goodbye to our Year 4 pupils, a number of other pupils and 3 members
of staff. Miss Holden, teacher, has been promoted to a new position in another school. She has
worked at Lawnside since January 2018. Mrs. Murray, midday supervisor, is retiring. She has
worked at Lawnside since March 2014. Mrs. Braisby, teaching assistant, is leaving to pursue her
teaching career. She has worked at Lawnside since September 2021.
We also have 2 new staff joining Lawnside in September. Mrs. Salvatore, who many of you will
know as she teaches regularly at Lawnside – predominantly at the moment in Hazel class. Mrs.
Salvatore will be teaching Cherry class, Monday to Thursday. The new Cherry class children spent
the morning on Friday 8th July with Mrs. Salvatore. Mrs. Presland will also be joining Lawnside as
a midday supervisor.
On behalf of everyone at Lawnside – children, staff and governors, I would like to wish everyone
who is leaving, all the very best for their future and to warmly welcome our new staff, children
and families to our Lawnside family.
Diary Dates
Tuesday 12th July @ 1:30pm

Monday 18th July
Wednesday 20th July
Thursday 21st July @ 2:15pm
Friday 22nd July
Monday 5th September

Reception classes sports afternoon
Re-scheduled to Tuesday 19th July @ 1:30pm – Teddy Bears’
Picnic is now CANCELLED
KS1 Seaside Day – activities moved to Friday morning
(please come in your seaside clothes)
Year 4 sports afternoon (delivered by Premier Sport) –
children only
Year 4 Leavers’ Assembly
Last day of the school year
Children return to school

Help maximise Lawnside’s income:
All children in reception class and years 1 and 2 are eligible for a free school meal, but schools
receive extra funding called the pupil premium for children from families who receive a
qualifying benefit for free school meals.
If you have a child in any year group in school and you get a qualifying benefit for free school
meals, please contact Central Bedfordshire Council on 0300 300 8306 (option 4). The information
you provide will only be used to increase the school’s income and will remain confidential. This
additional income can then be used to provide additional teaching and learning and/or
enrichment activities.
The qualifying benefits to receive free school meals for children are:
Universal Credit (provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as assessed by
earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods)
Income Support
Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
support under Part IV of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
the Guarantee element of State Pension Credit
Child Tax Credit (provided you are not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and you have an annual gross
income of no more than £16,190)
Working Tax Credit run-on (paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit)
When you call to apply for free school meals, please have the following information ready:
National Insurance numbers and dates of birth for you and your partner
Dates of birth for your children
If you receive support from the National Asylum Support Service, your NASS number
Please note – this is for all children (reception to year 4) – not just year 3 and year 4.
In the school holidays, the government has been giving food vouchers to families / children in
receipt of free school meals. If you sign up then you may be entitled to these too.
One final note, if you have any good quality school uniform which you will no longer need in
September (or no longer fits your children) we would love to take it off your hands in order to
help families with second-hand uniform. If you do have any donations, please give them to your
child’s class teacher.
Yours sincerely and my very best wishes for an enjoyable summer holiday.

Cheryl Johnson
Head Teacher

